
 
 

 
June 13, 2018  
 
Kathleen McHugh  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  
Administration for Children and Families  
Director, Policy Division  
330 C Street SW, Washington, DC 20024  
 

Re:  Response to Request for Public Comments on the Education Elements of the Adoption and Foster 
Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 2016 Final Rule 

 

Dear Ms. McHugh,  

 
Thank you for providing an opportunity to share comments regarding the Adoption and Foster Care 
Analysis Reporting System (AFCARS). Pursuant to the notice published in the Federal Register on March 
15, 2018 (83 Fed. Reg. 11450). 
 
On behalf of the National Center for Child Abuse Statistics and Policy (“NCCASP”),  please accept the 
following comments regarding the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking at 83 Fed. Reg. 11449 (“Proposed 
Rule”) proposing to streamline the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 
data elements and request comments regarding whether new data elements are overly burdensome. 
[Organization] requests that U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children 
and Families (“ACF”), Administration on Children Youth and Families (“ACYF”), Children’s Bureau 
(“Children’s Bureau”) maintain the current data elements in the December 14, 2016 AFCARS Final Rule 
(“Final Rule”), including those related to sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression.  The 
data elements in the Final Rule previously went through a thorough notice and comment period, during 
which comments on the burden of data elements were addressed and the data elements adjusted as 
described in the Final Rule. 
 
NCCASP prevents child abuse and protects victims by spreading innovations in technology, research, and 
law across state lines to empower frontline professionals to better address child abuse in their 
communities.  NCCASP inherently supports better data and statistics to illuminate the hidden problem 
and potential policy solutions.   
 
 

 
A. The Data Elements in the Final Rule are Not Overly Burdensome and Have Already Been 

Streamlined through Numerous Comment Periods 

 



 

 
We recommend that the data elements in the Final Rule be retained and not further streamlined. The and 
tribal entities and other stakeholders have had numerous opportunities to provide public comments on 
AFCARS data elements including in 2003, 2008, 2010, 2015, and 2016. The Final Rule data elements 
reflect those numerous public comments, are not overly burdensome and will provide nationwide 
information regarding children and families whose existence and experiences have remained officially 
invisible. Any burden involved in implementing new data elements is outweighed by the benefit of more 
informed state and federal policy resulting in improved outcomes for some of the most marginalized 
children in the child welfare system and reduced systemic costs.   
 
Because AFCARS has not been updated since 1993, data elements added in the Final Rule reflect 
significant advances in child welfare policy and practice and include statutorily required data from the 
Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act ​(P.L. 110-351) and changes in foster care 
services and oversight in the ​Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 
(P.L.110-351), and the ​Child and Family Services Improvement and Innovation Act ​(P.L. 112-34). 
Critically, the Final Rule will also provide data to ensure implementation and oversight of the ​Indian 
Child Welfare Act ​(P.L. 95-608)​, ​improving outcomes for tribal youth. The burden on states of 
implementing new data element collection will be reduced with the current development of the new 
Comprehensive Child Welfare Information System (CCWIS), and many of the data elements will assist 
states in implementing the recently passed ​Family First Prevention Services Act​ (“Family First,” P.L 
115-123). 
 
 

Conclusion 

NCCASP continues to support the new data requirements related as they are set out in the Final Rule. 
These updates are long-awaited and the result of robust and thoughtful discussion over many years. We 
appreciate the opportunity to comment on the benefits of these data elements outlined in the Final Rule.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Ann Ratnayake  Macy J.D./BBA 
Executive Director  
National Center for Child Abuse Statistics & Policy  
601 I Street, NW Washington DC 20001 
www.nccasp.org  
ann.ratn@nccasp.org  
202-930-5145 

http://www.nccasp.org/

